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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this background paper is to provide supporting information/evidence 
regarding the value of green spaces in Seahouses and North Sunderland, in order to support 
their designation as Local Green Spaces through the North Northumberland Coast 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Each green space is covered separately, with a short summary of the space, why it is 
important to the local community, and how it complies with paragraph 77 of the NPPF.   
Photographs help illustrate the area.  
 
The areas proposed as Local Green Space are numbered 1 - 5: 
 
1. Seahouses Public Gardens (since discounted following pre-submission consultation, 

and re-designated as an area of recreation to allow suitable recreational development 
to take place here) 

2. Seafield Sports Park 
2a) Broad Road Woodland walk adjacent to Broad Road known as ‘Rotary Way’ 
3. Seahouses Middle School Playing Fields 
4. Seahouses Primary School play area and playing fields 
5. Green Spaces at Quarry Walk 
6. Green Space at St.Aidans 
7. Green Space on Main Street/North Road junction 
8. James Street Green Space  
 
 
Background 
 
Seahouses is the main town in the neighbourhood plan area.  Within the built up area, the 
main spaces are valued for recreational use.    
 
The coastal areas are also highly valued, and in particular the land along St. Aidan's leading to 
the dunes.  However, this land is in the ownership of the National Trust, and is therefore 
adequately protected and so has been discounted.    
 
Consultation 
 
There has been significant early consultation in the development of the neighbourhood 
plan.  All these spaces were cited as being important by residents in Seahouses.  It is evident 
from the amount of use of these areas, that they are highly valued by the local community, 
and by visitors to the area.   
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1.  Seahouses Public Gardens 
 
Located on the sea front, and opened in 1980, this public garden area is popular with 
residents and visitors to Seahouses.  A mini golf and café are present on the site, but the 
gardens themselves are accessible to all, with benches and a grassed area.   The area is well 
used by visitors and residents 
 
NPPF criteria: 
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 
✓ Demonstrably special to the local community 
✓ The land was donated for public benefit and has a local significance for recreational 

value, and as a place to sit close to the sea. 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 

 

 
Photo 1:  Popular with visitors and residents, the site houses a mini-golf area, and seating/green space 
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Photo 2:  Seating area and green space (mini-golf to left of picture) 

 
Photo 3: View from benches across to harbour area 
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2.  Seafield Sports Park  
2a) Broad Road woodland walk adjacent to Seafield Sports Park – known as ‘Rotary Way’ 
 
These are playing fields located to the rear of the caravan park.  They are used extensively 
by the local community, and sponsored by local business.   
 
Adjacent to the playing fields, and along Broad Road, is an area of woodland, which is used 
as an ‘off-road’ walking route along Broad Road.  This is a well-used area and highly valued 
by the local community. 
 
NPPF criteria:  
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves - the site has a car park for 
those who need to drive, but it is within walking distance of North Sunderland and 
most of Seahouses.  

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community - well used by local residents 
✓ The land has a local significance for recreational value 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
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Photo 4:  Entrance to the Seafield Sports Park 

 
 
 
 
3.  Seahouses Middle School Playing Fields: 
 
Playing fields associated with the middle school, but used also by the public and the nearby 
leisure centre.   
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves - within walking distance of 
most of Seahouses.  Car parking facilities available at the leisure centre nearby  

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community - well used by local residents and 
school children 

✓ The land has a local significance for recreational value 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
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Photo 5: Entrance to Seahouses Middle School and playing fields 
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Photo 6:  Pedestrian entrance to Seahouses Middle School playing fields 
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4.  Seahouses Primary School Playing Fields 
 
This area of green space provides recreational value to this area between Seahouses and 
North Sunderland, also serving to provide a sense of 'separation' between the now largely 
merged settlements of Seahouses and North Sunderland.  The space is valued by the local 
community for informal recreation, and by the local primary school. 
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves - within walking distance of 
most of Seahouses and North Sunderland.  

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community - well used by the local community as a 
recreational facility, and by the primary school as playing fields 

✓ The land has a local significance for recreational value, as well as biodiversity 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
✓ Has a significant landscape value in providing a sense of 'separation' between North 

Sunderland and Seahouses 
 

 
Photo 7:  Seahouses Primary School Playing fields as seen from Main Street (above and below) 
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5. Quarry walk 
 
This area of green space links the leisure centre with housing areas on the east of 
Seahouses.  It also provides a link between the leisure centre and the coastal area, and 
other recreational facilities along the coast (such as the golf course) 
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves - within walking distance of 
most of Seahouses.  Car parking facilities available at the leisure centre nearby  

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community - well used by the local community as a 
link between housing and the leisure facilities and for dog walking 

✓ The land has a local significance for recreational value, as well as biodiversity 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 

 
 

 
Photo 8: Section of quarry walk 
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6.  Green Space in front of St.Aidan's 
 
This area is an important open space contributing to the sense of place in Seahouses.  It has 
historically been a green for many years, serving the properties which surround it.  It is 
known for its historic significance, and plays an important role in the street scene.  
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves - within walking distance of 
most of Seahouses.  

✓ Demonstrably special to the local community - well-loved space which contributes to 
the character of the sea front in Seahouses 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
 
 

 
Photo 9:  St. Aidans Green, surrounded on three sides by housing 
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7.  Green Space on Main Street/North Road Junction (Osborne Terrace) 
 
This is one of the few remaining green spaces in North Sunderland.  It is partly planted with 
trees, and has some garages belonging to nearby properties.  It maintains the openness of 
this part of North Sunderland, and is highly valued by the local community as a green space 
which also acts as a setting to the buildings of 'group value' identified in the Conservation 
Area Appraisal for North Sunderland.  The area is on the edge of the Conservation Area 
boundary for North Sunderland. 
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  
✓ The land has a local significance for its role in the setting of the Conservation Area 

and the pub opposite (a listed building) and softening the street scene in this area 
where there is little green space remaining 

✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
✓ Has a significant landscape value in providing a sense of 'separation' between North 

Sunderland and Seahouses 
 

 
Photo 10:  Area of open space adjacent to Osborne Gardens, providing valuable open space along Main Street in North 
Sunderland 
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8.  Green Space at James Street, Stone Close 
 
This area of green space is fringed with housing on all sides.  It is of recreational value to the 
residents living in this part of the Seahouses, many of whom are permanent residents.  
There is some planting of trees, and it provides an important green space in a relatively 
dense area of housing. 
 

✓ Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  
✓ The land has a local significance for its role in providing a 'village green' feel in a 

densely built up part of Seahouses 
✓ Local in character and not an extensive tract of land 
✓ Recreational value for local residents. 

 
 
 

 
Photo 11:  Stone Close (James Street) village green space, surrounded by housing on all sides 


